Contemporary Personalities
adding to that office in 1916 the duties of President of the Air Board. In 1916 he became Lord President of the Council, holding this post until 1919. In that year he became Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and held this high and onerous position for four years. He is, therefore, a pilot who has weathered many storms; for he was an important member of the first Coalition Government, of the second Coalition Government, and of the post-war Government; and is now one of the principal and most dignified buttresses of the present Administration.1 And it should be specially remembered that in thfe darkest days of the war he was a member of the War Cabinet, upon the shoulders of whose members the principal responsibilities of the war fell.
Lest I omit anything which is helpful to the present survey, let me borrow from the same invaluable book of reference t^e facts (vividly, even conscientiously, stated) that Lo?d Curzon has travelled extensively in Central Asia, Persia, Afghanistan, the Pamirs, Siam, Indo-China and Korea, and that he received the gold medal of the Royal Geo-graphical Society in 1895.
This brief record makes it plain that we are called upon to deal with the career of a public servant of the greatest possible distinction. He has laboured unceasingly all his life in the service of the State. Always he has been animated by an honourable public ambition. In the discharge of arduous and manifold tasks he has displayed unimaginable in-dustry; and he has supported the constant pressure of ill-health with composure and fortitude. It is reported of him that he once confided to a friend
i Written in 1923. 84